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TOWN OF WENHAM  
Special Town Meeting Warrant Hearing  
Finance & Advisory Committee Joint with the Board of Selectmen  
Meeting of October 13, 2020 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Finance & Advisory Committee (FinCom), Joint Board of Selectmen (BOS)was held on 
Tuesday October 13, 2020 at 7 pm. Due to the COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the 
Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom.   
 
As outlined in Chapter III, Section IV of our Town bylaws, the Finance & Advisory Committee is comprised of 5 residents who 
“shall consider all articles and warrants for town meetings involving an appropriation or expenditure of money or the 
disposition of any property of the town. The Committee shall hold prior to each annual town meeting one or more meetings at 
which the Selectmen and other invited officers, boards and committees of the town shall be present to consider the items which 
make up the annual budget and any other municipal matters. In discharge of its duty, said Committee shall have free access to all 
books of record and accounts, bills and vouchers on which money has been or may be paid from the town treasury. Officers, 
boards and committees of the town shall furnish said Committee upon request with facts, figures and any other information 
pertaining to their several activities. The recommendations of the Committee on the articles in the warrant for the annual town 
meeting shall be printed in the annual town report, which shall be distributed, if possible, one week before the date of said 
meeting.” The Finance & Advisory Committee also has statutory authority to make transfers from the Town’s reserve fund to 
departmental budgets for extraordinary or unforeseen occurrences. It may approve, with the Selectmen, some budget transfers 
during the last two months of the fiscal year and the first 15 days of the next year in order to close out the Town’s financial 
records.  
The Appointing Committee for Finance & Advisory Committee is comprised of the Board of Selectman Chairman; Finance & 
Advisory Committee Chairman; Town Moderator and votes to appoint members to the Finance & Advisory Committee.  
Alex Begin (2021); Carrie Jelsma (2021); David Molitano (2022); Susan Mehlin (2023); James Purdy (2023) 
 
• Call to Order - With a quorum present Mr. Purdy called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
Committee present: J. Purdy, Chair; Vice Chair; C. Jelsma; A. Begin; D. Molitano; S. Mehlin 
Also present: Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Anthony Feeherry, Interim Town Moderator; Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator (A-7:15pm) 
Town staff/ committee/ board members present: Dianne Bucco, Town Clerk; Nicci Roebuck, Executive Assistant;  
Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Melisa Berry, Conservation Coordinator; Ken Whittaker, Conservation Commission 
Pat Waddell, Citizen Petitioner; Dan Pasquarello, Citizen Petition 
Paul Weaver, former Town Moderator (1978-2016) 
Board of Selectmen not present: Gary Cheeseman; Jack Wilhelm; John Clemenzi 
 
Mr. Purdy opened the Town of Wenham Hearing on the Warrant Special Town Meeting (STM) October 13, 2020.  
 
Warrant Presentations  
 
ARTICLE 1: Use of Free Cash to Fund FY 2021 Capital Improvement Program 
Mr. Begin read Article 1 to transfer from Free Cash the sums of money to fund the Town’s FY2021 Capital Improvement 
Program.   Article 1 was unanimously recommended by both Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen. 

• A. Highway-pick-up truck with plow $45,000  
• B. Fire–protective gear $30,800  
• C. Fire–SCBA (breathing apparatus) $15,000  
• D. Information Tech.–replacement computers $10,000  
• E. Information Tech. – website upgrade $13,500  
• F. Iron Rail – septic system design $10,000  
• G. Police – replacement cruiser $42,000  
• H. Police – replacement rifles (5) (Year 1 of 2) $ 7,000  
• I. Library - server replacement $18,000  
• J. Library - roof replacement $75,000  



Approved 11.18.2020 

Warrant Hearing 10.13.2020 2/3 

It was further explained that Library expenses are Shared with the town of Hamilton according to the agreement 66% Hamilton 
34% Wenham.  

Michelle Bailey inquired about the current age of the library roof and if it needs replacement?  Mr. Purdy responded that the 
roof is 20 years old and is no longer under warranty; it has been inspected and confirmed it needs to be replaced.  
 
ARTICLE 2: Transfer from Water Surplus for Water related Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) hardware and 
software.  
Mr. Molitano read Article 2 to transfer the sum of $150,000 from Water Surplus for the purchase of Supervisory Control and 
Data Acquisition hardware and software to be used to monitor the towns water systems. 
Article 2 was unanimously recommended by both Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen. 
 
(Mr. Ansaldi joined the meeting.) 
 
ARTICLE 3: Bylaw Amendment: Recodify General Bylaws - Paul Weaver 
ARTICLE 4: Zoning Bylaw Amendment: Recodify Zoning Bylaws - Paul Weaver 
Mr. Weaver read Article 3 and Article 4 to amend the General Bylaws and Zoning Bylaws.  Article 3 & 4 were unanimously 
recommended by both Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen. 
Mr. Weaver spoke on Articles 3 & 4 and the proposed amendments which do not change the structure of the bylaws. The 
amendments clarified the form and removed obsolete information and updated added changes.   
This is the final step in a long process that began when the Town Administrator position was established.  There have been a 
couple Town Government Study Committees over the years that have worked to update Zoning and General Bylaws from 1978 
forward. 
General Code was hired a few years ago to convent and maintain municipal charters and ordinances.  These are now all updated 
and searchable on the town’s web site.   If accepted at town meeting they will be sent to the Attorney General’s Office for 
approval.  There is a small ($995) annual IT cost paid to General Code to maintain the new format.   
 
ARTICLE 5: Local Adoption: Meals Excise Tax  
Ms. Jelsma read Article 5 which was unanimously recommended by both Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen. 
The revenue projected for Wenham by adopting the Meals Tax collected is estimated at $15,000.  The state already collects the 
meals tax and is the administrator; there is no cost to the town. 
 
ARTICLE 6: Local Adoption: Room Occupancy  
Mr. Purdy read Article 6 which was unanimously recommended by both Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen. 
The revenue is anticipated to be minimal at this time. 
 
ARTICLE 7: Easement for National Grid on Town of Wenham property  
Ken Whittaker, Conservation Commissioner, read on Article 7 to transfer the care custody and control of a portion of town 
property located on Larch row from the Conservation Commission for conservation purposes to the Board of Selectmen for 
utility purposes and for the purpose of granting a utility easement and to authorize the BOS to convey said easement. 
Article 7 was unanimously recommended by both Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen. 
Mr. Whittaker observed that there would be minimal impact to the farm land and would provide electricity to the Farm Project 
to upgrade their food storage coolers.  
 
ARTICLE 8: Citizens’ Petition (1) Shall the Town of Wenham adopt the optional form of municipal administration summarized 
as follows, according to the provisions of chapter forty-three C of the General Laws providing for optional plans of municipal 
administration? Town of Wenham By-Laws Chapter 2, Paragraph 4, Line 1 to change “The executive Powers of the town of 
Wenham shall be vested in (a three Member Board of Selectmen) elected for three-year rotating term to a five-member Board of 
Selectmen” 
Resident Patrick Waddell, petitioner, was present and spoke to the citizen petition to increase the Board of Selectmen from a 
three-member board to a five-member board.  The Board of Selectmen unanimously did not recommend favorable action on 
the citizen petition. 
This petition was determined to be a non-binding question by Town Counsel and will be informational only to gauge the 
interest of the town residents for the Board of Selectmen to form a study committee to provide a report to the town. 
Mr. Waddell noted that the Public Hearing was a posted joint meeting with the Board of Selectmen but there were no Selectmen 
present.  
Mr. Weaver opined that this was important as non-binding to show whether those that attend the STM agree and if it justifies 
going forward. 
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ARTICLE 9: Citizens’ Petition (2) To see if the Town will vote to require the Board of Health for the Town of Wenham 
(“BOH”) to adhere to all guidance, metrics, rules, and instructions promulgated by the Massachusetts Department of  
Elementary and Secondary Education (“DESE”) and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (“DPH”) concerning the 
opening and operation of schools in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts during the 2020-2021 School Year and for the 
duration of the State of Emergency in the Commonwealth regarding the Covid-19 Global Pandemic.  
 
Resident Dan Pasquarello was present and spoke on this petition to change the local metrics adopted by the Boards of Health 
for the opening and operation of schools in the district.  This vote is possibly non-binding. The Board of Selectmen 
unanimously did not recommend favorable action on the citizen petition.   
The same petition is on the Town of Hamilton’s STM Warrant.  
Mr. Pasquarello identified that since the petition was filed, there have been a number of productive meetings with the Boards of 
Health and School Superintendent and a resolution was reached.  Both Boards of Health repealed their previous votes and 
restated guidance to clarify the metrics are not mandated or an order to the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District and not 
obligated to follow guidance or deviate from guidance from Department of Elementary and Secondary Education or the 
Department of Public Health.  
 
 
Mr. Ansaldi reviewed that the Board of Selectmen lowered the quorum for this Special Town Meeting from 120 to 90. 

• Check-in begins at 9 am and the meeting starts at 10 am. 
• The meeting will be held Rain or shine  
• Residents should enter Pingree Park from Main Street to park  
• Drop off only at Porter Street; parking is available at Library 
• Electronic clickers will be used for the voting 
•     Residents should bring the Warrants the received in the mail.  A web version can be found at wenhamma.gov/town 
meeting  

 
There was a question if electronic voting is secret voting.  Mr. Ansaldi will confer with Town Counsel but opined the voting 
record will be displayed on a screen in real time and each voter is assigned a clicker that is recorded and maintained by the town. 
 
 
Adjournment - The Finance Committee unanimously adjourned by roll call ay 8:27pm.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
10.23.2020 
 


